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A; BAYS. ly | 2. LOCATION 112. CONCLUSIONS 
i 
Was Balloon 
19 Feb 58 Topeka, Kansas i Bisa tees, Stat pi 
3. DATE-TIMEe GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION gai : 
ae - 7O.Ground- Vi sual © Ground-Raoadar : Poshetly airerct 
GMT- G/2200Z 3 O Air Visual DD Air-intercept Radar | 9 Possibly Abrerott 
| 5. PHOTOS | 6- SOURCE O Wes Astronomical 
0 Yes |Q Prebably Astronomical 
“0 Ne | Military a Possibly Astronomical 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 3. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE ab ee ee 
| Insufficient Data for Evaluction 
| 0 nk nown 
}__jl-2 secs Dene | one downward 
10, SRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS 
Comet-like falling obj, orange flame,}Probably accidental release of 
| size of dime. Appeared to have tail some obj fm a/c. Possible day- 
four times diameter of obj. Appeared |light meteor, possible burst of 
o disintegrate. X balloon, Obj evaluated as n 
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IGY OPTICAL BATELLITT TRACKING FROGRAM 
60 GARDOEN STREET 
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eto :. 
Captain Geocant T. Apes ei 
Hqtrs, Air Technical intelligence Center 
Box 9307 
Wright-Patterson Ars Force Base, Ohio 


Dear Captain: eae cs 
veby now nave had 2 ‘chance eo look th irougn all the reports you 
sent, and the one concerning the "“satellite-type sighting” “ch 
Denver interests me very wucn and I am giering it the full “’reat 
oment. It Glear that this could rot have been any of the bane 
“ican satellites, net only because of the excessive brightness, b 
because no American satellite at present cculdc be se Sachi 
from the northwest at the latitude of Denver, On“Arril 30th the 
“. were no known Russian Sputnik'a up, but even had there been if ! 
“almost inconceivable ‘shat objects that trignt’would escape d=tes 
tion by our Moonwatch teams. This is a Corker; 89 much so; shat 
I wish I had the time andthe opportur ty te talk with these cw: 


officers. It could be that in casual ¢gconversation some clue nig 


be: arenes which is not apparent ms aaa repert. 


© ‘. 


“I had an experience the othex night which may bear on this. 


I Had been instructing my young Gadgnter in figuring sidereal «*: 


and we had gone out on the lawn to creck cur calcilations when 
there cam along a sputnik-like obje2t--.correst brightness, > 
speed, correct color, and IF almost stood azrast. There was r 
sound. A few mimmtes later another such cbiject came through 
another direstion, and shen a few nimites still another, O& the 
third one I was able tO detect over ambient noises the sound o: 
motors. Lights were’not blinking... If the cthen object had not 
gone throvuegh I might honestly be puzziai to th 
I had seen an unknown satellite. I didn't mew 
carried such lights. 
vw 

‘It is almost inconceivable two such experienced 3REice: s x 
have mace the mistake I had first made, dut strange things co "5 
pen, iy} tne meantine, I am having this observation hecked acs 
aii other nko wrt soutnix's” tnat our Creams irom tine sos 
ported. . 


/ As to the other cases, which I am returning (2 will rem 
Denver case very soon), xe certainly seem to nave a fine. bar 
meteor observations--five of them. Two others remsin: one 
object that was seen the same time on two nights just pert 
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Say, rrear—tne point of sizsntine put it : 2a-—by- Te that it was. 
somewhat hh: sner Gr an 60°. inerea was” ‘ff fourse &@ yer: ine sDe2- 
tacular object in the Sky i onatG time out, unfortunately, in 7 
southeastern sky. Ths | planet Venus_was at its brigntest in the 
pre<sunrsse aky; 8 and J know from past experience how age ty 4t 


can be mistaken for arr unknown object. My only readetion-is to 
question the stated position and to sonsicer ths possibility that: 
a6 was Vers. 


— at 
| Tne case of the “daylight meteor” is | greatly ambiguous, 
while a daylicht fireball cannot be ruled out, I would myself 


favor the accidental release of some object from an aireraft. He 
oven mich hinges on the statement ‘orange flame” if 1% reaily 
s flaming then it looks as though we mst accredit this to a da: 


light meteor, If the: light was simply a bright refleation of aun. 
light; then. we have the other possibility. in either case, there 
is nothing hostile, and I say to this ‘insufficient information tc 
be able to distinguish between daylight meteor or object falling 
from airoraft"., I don't think it is worthwhile to pursue this one, 
although I think if I could talk to the chap a better analysis 
mignt be made. It just oscurs to me that perhaos the object might 
have been a burst weather or cosmic ray balloon on, with the reflec- 
tion from the trailing material acooantineg for the "tail four times 
the diameter of object". In fact, I think this is a distinct 
possibility since it occurred in the neighborhood of the municipa) 
airport from which, I Suppose, balioons are isunched, The tims of 
observation was 4:00 p.m., their time which, I believe, ia at 
the time of such launshings. So, three possibild ties:  daylisht 
meteor---part of aireraft---bursted balloon, All harmless mut, I 
now end to prefer the iatter, 


——— a 
I am looking forward to visiting you in your new quarters--- 
I hope in Oar ty, JUN « 


dais, 4. “Sak ive! he Bes Cheers, 
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